2010 Bluesfest 
Tournament Rules

May 28 and 30th
General Tournament Rules:
· 2010 ASA rules shall apply except as modified by Tournament Rules

· 5 game guarantee, weather permitting. 4 games pool play with Single Elimination and Consolation Bracket

· All teams must check in 1 hr. prior to 1st game. A copy of your roster (any type) and a copy of your insurance certificate must be turned over at check-in. Managers must keep a copy of birth certificates at all times. Any team found violating eligibility rules will be disqualified. No tournament fee refund will be given.

· No protests. Umpires decision is final.

· Teams must be ready to play 30 minutes prior to scheduled game time except 1st game. If field is open, games will start early. Game time is forfeit time.

· Mercy/Run Ahead Rule: 12 runs after 3 innings (2 ½ if home team is ahead), 10 runs after 4 innings (3 ½ if home team is ahead), 8 runs after 5 innings (4 ½ if home team is ahead).

· Time limits (no time limit in the semi-finals and finals in Championship Bracket Only): Game time starts at 1st warm-up pitch thrown by home team. No inning will start after 1 hr. 20 min.   Drop Dead time limit at 1 hr 30 min., reverting back to the last full inning completed.   
During bracket play only, if at the conclusion of the Drop Dead time limit and reverting back to the previous inning the game was tied, the current inning will be completed.   If the current inning then ends in a tie, the game will then move into the International Tie breaker format.



· After completing 7 full innings and the score remains tied with time remaining, the International Tie Breaker will be used beginning in the top of the eighth.

· Pool play games can end in a tie.
 

· Game clock will stop for injuries stopping play for more than one minute.  The umpire will record the stoppage and add to the time remaining on the umpire's game clock.

· If, in the judgment of the umpire, a team is perceived to be stalling, time will be added to the game clock and the violating manager and/or coaches will be restricted to the bench for the remainder of the game.

· New pitchers will be permitted 5 warm-up pitches. Returning pitchers will be permitted 3 warm-up pitches. No infield or outfield balls will be permitted after the 1st inning. Teams will not be permitted to warm-up on the infield prior to the game. Teams may warm up in the outfield prior to the 1st game of the day or if the field is open and time permits.

· Chin straps are mandatory for all batters, batter-runners and runners.
2009 Bluesfest
Tournament Rules (cont.)

· Uniforms must be worn AS DESIGNED. Tucked in all the way around and sleeves down. Bandana’s or handkerchiefs will not be permitted at any time on the field or in the dug-out (this includes under catchers or batting helmets). Violation of uniform rule will result in the restriction of the player for the game. Continued violations will result in the restriction of the manager.

· Jewelry will not be worn by players and must be removed once detected or called to the attention of the umpire.

· Team listed 1st in pool play and on top bracket during championship play will occupy the 1st base dug-out (unless a team from the preceding game remains on the field).

· During pool play, home team will be determined by coin flip.

· During championship play, home team will be the higher seeded team. If seeded the same, a coin flip will be used.

· Seeding will be determined by point system 

· (2 pts. Win, 1 pt. Tie, 0 pt. Loss)



· Tie Breaker:
Head to Head

Runs Allowed

Runs Scored

Coin Toss

· In the event of inclement weather, the Tournament Director or Assisting Tournament Director has the authority to revise the tournament format in order to complete the tournament.

· In the event of inclement weather, and play is suspended, it will be the responsibility of the team manager to stay in contact with the Tournament Director and/or Assistant Tournament Director.

· It will be the responsibility of the team manager to consult with the Tournament Director regarding seeding for Championship Play. Seeding will be calculated at the end of the last game in each age bracket.

Hotline, Tournament and Assistant Tournament Directors phone numbers will be given at check in.

If inclement weather is evident at the beginning of each day, the tournament information line will be 1-708-732-0203
